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~ay 1998 CALFED ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION PROPOSAL SOLICITATION

ProposalTitle: San Joaquin River Riparian Eab±ta~ Restoration

AppllcantName: U.s. l~ureau of Reclamation, Attention: Paula Landis

Mai[ingAddress: 2666 N. Grove Industrial Drive. s,,¢r~ In6, Fresno CA 93727

Telephone: (209) 487-5103
(209) 487-5397

Fax:

Amount offunding requested: $ 4,495,000 for    3    years

Indicate the Topic for which you me applying (check only one box). Note that this is an important decision:
see page __ of the Proposal Solicitation Package for more information.
[] Fish Passage Assessment u Fish Passage Improvements
m Floodplain and Habitat Restoration cl GravelRestoration
t] Fish Harvest u Species Life History Studies
[] Watershed Platming/Irnplementatien [] Education
cl Fish Screen Evaluations - Alternatives and Biological Priorities

Indicate the geographic area of your proposal (check only one box):
[] Sacramento Privet Maiastem [] Sacrmateuto Tributary:.
ca Delta ~ East Side Delta Tributary:

[] Suisun Marsh and Bay [] San Joaquin Tributary:
~ Stun_ Joaquin Pdver Mainstem ca Other:
c~ Lm~dscape (entire Bay-Deltawatershed) oNorth Bay:

Indicate the primary species which the proposal addresses (check nn more than two boxes):
o San Joaquin and East side Delta tributaries fall-ran chinook salmon
m Winter-rim chinook salmon ~ Spring-ranchinook salmon
~ Late-fail run chinook salmon t~ Fall-run chinook salmon
~ Deltasmelt u Long:qn~melt
1~ Spli~taii ~ Steelhead trout
c~ Often sturgeon cl Striped bass
~ Migratory birds
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May 1998 CALFED ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION PROPOSAL SOLICITATION

Indicate the type of applicant (check only one box):
[] State agency ~ Federal agency
[] Public;Nee-profit joint venture [] Non-profit
[] Local governmen~’district c~ PKvat¢ party
~ University ~ Other:

Indicate the type of project (check only one box):
[] Plarming ~z Implementation
[] Monitoring [] Education
[] Research

By signing below, the applicant declares the following:

(1) the trutht’ulness o f all representations in their proposa!;

(2) the individual signing the form is entitled to submit the application on behalf of the applicatat (if
applicant is an entity or organization); mad

(3) the person submitting the application has read and understood the conflict of interest and eordidentiality
discussion in the PSP (Section ILK) and waives any and al! rights to privacy and corffidential~.~ of the
proposal on behalf of the applicant, to the extent as provided in the Section.

(Signature o f,~ppfic’ant)
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SAN JOAQUIN RIVER RIPARIAN HABITAT RESTORATION PROGRAM

Proposal

Submitted in Response to the

CALFED Bay-Delta Program Proposal Solicitation Package

May 1998

Ecosystem Restoration Projects and Programs
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II. Executive Summary

a. Project Title San Joaqthn River R~pafian Habitat Restoratinn
Applicant Name The U.S. Bnreau of RecIaraation

b. Project Description and Prlma~ Biological/Eco|ogicaI Objectives

This proposal is comprised of five distinct projects which are related by virtue of location,
benefits and support. The proposal is to acquire parcels of land through fee title and permanent
easements that will provide significant riparian habitat and flood protection benefits. Ti~ree
parcels of land have been identified for fee title acquisition and two locations have been
identified for easemants. The two easeme~gs are demonstration projects that focus on the use of
natural processes and restoration of the river channel. All sites are located within San Joaquin
River Ecological Zone identified in the CALFED Ecosystem R~storatiort Program PIan.

the primary biological objectives are to improve riparian and riverine aquatic habitats for
Swainson’s Hawk, Greater Sandhill Crane, Western Yel!ow-BiIled Cuckoo, Bald Eagle, Great
Blue Heron, shorebirds, wading birds, waterfowl, neotropicaI milg’atow birds and splittail.
(ERPP,VoI.II, page 380) The primary ecological objectives are to expand and reconnect river
channels to their floodplains (CALFED PSP, pages 73-74).

¢. A pproact~Fasks/S chedule

The approach, tasks and schedules for the tl~ee land acquisitions are straight fo~ard. All of
the properties have willing sellers, prices have been a~eed upon and cost-share partners have
been identified. Acquisitions will take place as soon as sufficient funds have been collected
to complete the transactions.

"the easements will he approached similarly te one anot’aer. Hydraulic analyses, which are
underway for both projects, need to be completed. For the Grasslands San loaquin River
Mainstem (Grasslands SYR Mainstem) the analysis will determine channel capacity. Far the
Firebaugh to Mendcta Corridor the analysis will determine the level and frequency of
flooding. The next step will be to identify willing sellers and proceed with the acquisition of
conservation and flood e~ementa. This will take approximately three years.

d. Justificarion for Project and Funding by CALFED

"!-hose project sites are all located within the San Joaquin River Ecological Zone identified in the
CALI:ED Ecosystem Re~oratien Program Plan (EPO)P, Vol. If, page 371). The acquisition of
these lands and easements are consistent with the CALFED vision for this ecological znne
(ERPP, Vcl. [I, page 375) including restoring important wildlife and plant communities and
ecological processes to heaithy conditions (EP.YP, Vol II, page 378) and reducing stress~rs
(ERPP, Vol. II, page 379). In addition, integration between CALFED and the San Joaquin River
Riparian Habitat Restoration Program is specifically ideu[ificd on page 382, Volume II of the
EKPP.

I --009671
1-009671



2

e, Budget Costs mad Third Party Impacts

The total cost for these acquisitions, studies and casements is $22,495,000. The total request
from CALFED is for $4,495,000. The breakdown by site thr total costs is: $ l 5,000,000 for the
Spano Property, $4,500,000 for the Spencer Property, $1,800,000 for the Whitehurst Property,
$95,000 for p[arming, plus $550,000 for the Grasslands San Joaquin River Mainstem easements,
and $50,000 for planning plus $500,000 for Firebaugh to Mendota easements. The breakdown by
site for the CALFED portion is: $1,500,000 for the Spano Properly, $1,000,000 for the Spencer
Property, $800,000 for the Whitehurst Property, $645,000 for the Grasslands S JR Mainstem
easements, and $550,000 for Firebaugh to Mendota easements.

No third party impacts are anticipated as the result of implemanting this prooam. Only property
offered by willing sellers is considered in this proposal. Potential impacts from land use changes
or changes in flooding conditions are addressed through the bwader, ongoing plarming eft’arts of
the project participants.

f. Applicant QuaIifications

The Friant Water Users Authority, the Natural Resources Defense Council, the Pacific Coast
Federation of Fishermen’s Associations, the San Joaquin River Conservancy, the San Joaquin
River Parkway and Conservation Trust, the U.S. Bureau ef Reclarnation and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service have a long standing interest in this reach of the River. This group is qualified
to catty out the proposed project based on the level of interest, participation and support from
diverse groups as well as access to technical expertise The participants are dedicated to
bringing this project to fi-uition and enginean’ng, planning, biological, and Iegal expertise are
available from within the parfmipating agencies, groups and contract eonsaltants.

g. Monitoring and Data Evaluation

Monitoring and data evaluation will be unique to each project site. Funding for monitoring and
data evaluation exists for each site. Monitoring for the f~e title acq~isitions will fall under
existing monitoring and data evaluation plans for the San Joaquin River Parkway. Monitming
and data evaluation for the Grasslands S JR Mainstem will fal! under the jurisdiction of tlae U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service San Luis National WildIife Refuge Mordmring ova data evaluation
for the Firebaugh to Mendota Corridor will fall under the existing San Joaquin River Riparian
Habitat Restoration Program, which is included in the CVPIA.

h. LocalSapporb’CoordinationwithotherProgram!CompatibilitywithCALFEDObjectives

Tbls project has significant support from d[versc interest groups and is being carried out in close
coordination with other programs including, but not limited to the CVPL~ and the San Joaquin
River Management Program. Letters of support are included as an attachment to this document.
Tb.is project is compatible with CALFED objectives related to the loss of riparian habitat
migrator" birds species, water quaEty and temperature problems that negatNely impact the Bay-
Delta ecosystem,
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IlL Title Page

a. Title of Project

Sa~a Joaquin River Pdparian Habitat: Restoration

b. Name ofapplicant!prlnciple investigators

Panla J, Landis, P.E.
Program Manager
US Buxeau of Keclamatio’~
2666 N~ Grove Industrial Drive, Suite 106
Fresno, CA 93727-1551
Phone (209) 487-5103
FAX (21)9) 487-5397
E-mail plandis@mp.usbr.gov

c. TypeofOrganization

Agency

d. Tax Identification Number an~or Contractor license

Not applicable

e, Participants

Friant Water Users Authority
Natural Resources Defense Courtcil
Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations
San Joaquln River Conservancy
San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust
Riparian Landowners
U.S Bureau of Reclamation
US. Fish and Wildlife Service
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IV. Project Description

a. Project Description and Approach

q2~is proposal is to acquire parcels of land through fee title and permanent easements that will
provide signilicant riparian habkat and flood protection benefits. Three parcels of land have been
identified f~r fee title acquisition: the Spano River Ranch, t[ae Spencer Properly and the
Whitehurst Proper~y. Two locations have been identifted for easements: the Grasslands San
Joaquin River Malnstem Property a~d the Firebaugh to Mendota Corridor. The two easements
are demonstration projects that focus on the use of natural processes and restoration of the river
channel. All sites are located within San Joaquin River Ecological Zone identified ~ the
CALFED Ecosystem Restoration Pmgram Plan (Figure 1). Tt~e feetitIeacquisitionaar~within
the Gravelly Ford to Friant Dam Ecological Unit defined on page 387, of the ERPP, Voh II.
The easements arc Mthin the Merced River to Mendota Pool Ecological Unit defined on page
377, of the ERPP, Vnh Ii.

Soano River Ranch (520 acres): The San Joaquln River Parkway and Conservation Trust (River
Park~y Trust) will acquire the Spano River Ranch, whictt was flooded in January 1997. The
pmper~y has been oftbred for sale by tb.e owner at a significant discount from fair market value.
k has welI over one mile of river frontage, comprises critical stream side forest and wetland
habitat, agriculture and recreation lands. The property ~xperienced extensive flooding in
Janua .ry 1997 (Figure 2). The Trust for Public Land and the River Parkway Trust are working
with a willing seller to acquire the proper~y in fee title in its entirety. Once acquired, the
property wilt become part of the planned 22-mile San Joaquln River Parkway, a greenbelt of
natural reserves, parks m~d open space between Fresno and Madera Counties. Title will
ultimately be conveyed to the Conservancy.

Spencer PmperW I)]27 acres): The San Joaqu[n River Conservancy will acquire the Speftcer
property subject to available fimdin~. The property is considered "at risk" because an approved
tentative tract map for its development currently existS. The property provides wetlands, habitat,
some dense and relatively natural plant communities and areas for riparian restoration (Figures
3-5). The Park~ay Master Plan and the associated Enviroru~aental Impact Report identify the
property as a valuable riparian habitat. All of the wetlands, many of which are surrounded by
dense vegetation, provide good habitat for water-oriented birds such as herons, egrets, grebes
and co~ts, as well as ducks. Approval of this grant request would ensure ~hat a minimum of
aporoximately 30 acres of critical wetlands ~uld be added to the Parkway. The upland area of
the pro~ecr is potential habitat for kit foxes and the riparian area is potentla[ habitat for several
spec{es such as ,.vhitc-taiIed kites and the yellow warbler.

~[he proper~y provides a unique opportunity to protect a remnanl of the river bottom
riparian-associated grassland. This grassland is critical to sustainlng foraging grounds f~r the
numerous species of raptors that live along the river. The raptors that use the site as part of the
long river corridor include bald eagles, golden eagles, northern harriers, red-tailed hawks,
ospreys, short eared and barn owls, and turkey vultures.
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Whitehnrst Prope_rty (60~ The Whitehurat property is included in the San/oaquin River
Parkway Master plan and has been recommended by the San Joaquin River Conservancy for
inclusion in the Parkway. The landowners have agreed to enter into a shorMenn willing seller
option agreement - the opportunity to acquire and protect this key addition to the Parkway will
disappear in the near term if sufficient funding is not obtained.

The parcel consists of signil]cant stream-s~de forest with [argo stands of elderberry shrubs and
many other riparian plants, including California wild rose. Public acquisition will protect the
important wildlife resoumes that rely on the property for habitat including anmemus raptors,
great blue herons, egrets, ducks, deer, bobcats, coyotes, grey foxes, and others. Due to the
numerous elderberry plants, the property is potential habitat for the Valley Elderberry. Longhorn
Beetle.

The addition to the expected conservation benefits, acquisition of the %Mtehurst property will
afford both Fresno mad Madera Counties with natural, cost-effective flood protection benefits.
Portions of the property lie wittY.in the river’s i00-year floodplain. This properg, wan completely
underwater during the floods of January 1997 (Figure 6). Acqutsitian aa~d mm~agement as open
space will preclude development and the threat of flood-minted damage or in jug,’.

G}asslands San Joaquin River Mainstern (8 miles): This project involves conducting analyses of
flood water rouling and riparian restoration potential associated with the San Luis NWR This
project will complement similar efforts {previously fimdad by CALFED) to evaluate the West
Bear Creek Unit of San Luis National Wildlife Rethge. This proposal will allow water, which is
currently routed intu a bypass channel to be routed back into the historic San Joaquin River
channel to provide both flood protection and riparian habitat benefits.

Firebaugh to Mendota Corridor ~12 miles): This project is located along the east side of the San
Joaquin River between the City of Firebeugh and Mendo~’a Dam This land is a![ in private
ownership and is currently being Parmed There is a very narrow strip of cottonwood tbrest at
the water’s edge. This area experienced extensive flooding during January 1997. The land is
underwater, due to seepage, three out five years and cannot be farmed. Several landowners have
indicated a willingness to sell flood and/or conservation easements. The features of this project
include restoration of shaded riverine aquatic and terrestrial riparian habitat and reconnect the
historic floodplain to the rive~ channel.

The approach wil.! be to determine exactly which lands would provide the greatest benefits in
terms of both flood protection and riparian habitat restoration, This work has been funded.
Potentially, several thousand acres of easements could be acquired. CALFED funding would be
used to acqt~ire land tl~at will provide the greatest benelits and has a willing seller.

b. Proposed Scope o f Work

The approach for the three fee title acquisitions will be similar and the two demonstration
projects will be similar. For the three land acquisitions, the approach, tasks and schedules are
straiglr~t forward. All of the properties have willing sel~crs, prices have been agreed upon and
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cost-share partners have been identified~ Acquisitions will take place az soon as sufficient
funds have been collected to complete the transactions.

For both of the proposed demonstration projects, hydraulic analyses need to be completed.
For the Grasslands Sac, Joaquin River Mains~em, the analyses will determine charmel capacity.
For the Firebaugh to Mendota Corridor, the analyses will determine the lever and fi-equency of
flooding. The next step will be to enter into agreements with willing sellers and proceed with
tile acquisition af consewation and flood easements.

The scope of work, for the Grasslands San Joaquin River Mainstem, includes: preparing
engineering surveys of the existing river profile and cross sections; including locations of
structures and obstructions to flood waters flows, preparing a proposal to modi~" the channel mad
structures to accommodate flood f~ows up to 1,500 cfs, the design flows shown on San Joaquin
Valley Flood Control System maps,

c. Location and Geographic Botmdaries

The project is located in Fresno, Madera and Merced Counties and encompasses portions of the
San Joaquin River watershed. It is urt the floor of the San Joaquin Valley. The San Joaquin
River is the second largest contributor of flow to the Delta after the Sacramento River.

The geographic boundaries of the project are the San Joaquin River between Friant Dam, near
Fresno, and the confluence of the San Joaquin and Merced Rivers.

Spano River Ranch: The 520-acre gpano River Ranch is located in the San Joaquin floodplain,
just west of State Highway 41. in one of the fastest growing urban areas ofl,l’.e Fresno-Modem
region. The majority of the property is located in the City. of Fresno (Fresno County’) with 50
acres located in Madera County It is just downstream of two other protected properties: 167-
acre Jonson River Ranch and 22-acre Wildwood Native Park, both managed by the San Joaquin
River Conservancy (Figure 7).

~_pencer: The 127-nero Spencer property is located between Fresno and Madera connties. It lies
oae-and-a-halfmiles east of Highway 99, and is easily accessed using the Avenue 7 exit. It is
bordered on the north, east and west by agricultural propei’cy, hmnediataly south as~d across the
San Joaquin River from the pmperb" is the Fresno Riverside municipa! golf course, east of which
are residential developments that are being developed at an ever-lncreasing pace (Figure 7).

Whitehurst: The 60-acre ~,~¢Nitehurst property is located midway between Highway 41 and
Highway’ 99 along the San Joaquin Paver in the Fresno County (Figure 7)

Grasslands San Joaquin River Mainstem - from the Southeast comer of San Luis NWR (River
Mile 151) to the Pick Anderson Bypass diversion (approximately River Mile 159). (Figure 8)

Firebaugh to Menders Corridor - from the City of Firebaugh (River Mile ! 93) to Mendota Pool
(River Mile 205). (Figure 1)
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The quantity and qualiD’ of riparian habitat along the San Joaquia Ktycr is inadequate to suppor~
production and survival of desirable plant and animal species. In many locations, riparian
habitat is fragmented, degraded or nonexistent.

The £bcus of this proposal is an reeotmecting historic floodplain with the river charmei,
restoration of shaded riverine aquatic habitat and riparian habitat for terrestrial species. The
restoration of these habitats "~ill contribute significantly to ecologicaI health of the Bay-Delta
s.~tem and the ability of that system to sustain healthy populations of numerous priority species.

The primary stressors identified by CALFED and addressed by this proposal are: floodplain
changes, channel form changes, and land use changes including gravel mining, grazing,
urbanization and shaded riverine aquatic habitat that is fragmented or nonexistent resulting in a
loss of food supply and channel c~mplexity (CALFED PSP, page 73-74).

Stressor subeategories identified by CALFED and addressed, by this proposal thclude:
hydrological or physical isolation of floodplains, channel aggradations due to fine sediment, loss
of existing riparian zone and lack of regeneration potential (CALFED PSP, page 75).

Priority species identified by CALFED that will benefit from the implementation of this proposal
include splittail, striped bass and migratory birds and could ultimataly include San Janquin fall-
run chinook sal.mon, and steelhcad trout (CALFED PSP, page 70)~ Many resident fish would also
benefit such as hitch and catfish.

The priority habitats identified by CALFED and addressed by this proposal include shaded
rivefine aquafic habitat, instrem-n aquatic habitat, and wetland habitat (CALFED PSP, pg. 67-68).

The many benefits ofdevelopthg and implementing a riparian restoration plan include impreved
sediment reductian, water quality and water temperatures (CALFED PSP, page 76-77). In
addition, riparian vegetation stabilizes river banks, helps control erosion and reduces sediment,

e Background and BioIogical,rYectmical Justification

The San Joaquiu River Riparian Habitat Restoratian Program (SJP, Y, HRP) (ERPP, Vol. II, page
382) was conceived in 1996 and has been moving steadily forward ever s~nce. This program
offers a unique opportunity for normally adversarial groups to come together and be productive.
The Frlant Water Users Authority, the Natura! Resources De lease Council and the Pacific Coast
Federation of Fishermen’s Associations have agreed to work on riparian habitat restoration along
the San Joaquin River corridor from Friant Dam to the confluence with the Mercad River.

The SJRRHRP is funded by the CVPIA under Section B(I) Other. This section of the CVPIA
provides funding for the protection and restoration of riparian habitat values through habitat
restoration actions. The goal of the SJRR~R2 is to improve habitat diversity, spacial
dlstributian, and age class of riparian vegetation, and improving the dynamic hydrologic nod

I --009677
1-009677



8

geomorphic processes to help sustain, and enhance naturally regenerating riparian and floodplah~
habitats.

Riparian habitat along the San Joaquin River is inadequate to snpport production and sarvival of
desirable plant and animal species. The riparian habitat losses in the San Joaquin River system
have resulted from dam construction, water diversion, gravel mining and urban eneroanhment.
The need tbr riparian habitat restoration ia this reach of the San Joaquin Ri,,’er is extreme for two
reasons; (l) this reach of river has experienced greater environmental damage than other reaches
and (2) no other program or forum is focused o.n this reach oftlae river. In addition, the floods of
January 1997 clearly indicate an urgent need to provide more channel capacity and floodplain
terraces to accommodate extremely high flows (60,000 cfs).

The primary, biological objectives are to impro~’e riparian and riverine aquatic habitats for
Swainson’s Hawk, Greater Sandhill Crane, Western Yeilov~Billed Cackoo, shorebirds, wading
birds, waterfowl, neotmpical migratory birds and splittaiI (ER2P, Vol. II, page 379-380). The
primary ecological objectives are to expand and reconnect river charmels to their floodplains
(ERPP, Vol. II, page 37g).

~fhe Grasslands San Joaquin River Mainstem and the Firebaugh to Mendota Corridor projects
specifically address the CALFED vision for the Merced to Mendota Pool Ecological Unit as
described on page 377, Vol. II, of the ERPP. "Floodway capacity should be expanded by a
combination of: levee setbacks, levee abandoanaent where new land use and public ownership
justify, restoring the floodplain, and establishment of new design flood flaw capaci~’ that
includes a firm corrtmitment to natural vegetation not subject to maintenance or removal."

Historic and existing ph~’sical and biological conditions analyses have been completed. The
Historical Riparian Habitat Conditions of the San Joaquin River - Friant Dam to the Merced
River (April 1998) includes descriptions, maps, photos, and other data needed to understand the
extent, density, species composition and condition of historical and existing riparian vegetation
along the San .!oaquin River. In the Analysis of Physical Processes and Riparian Habitat
Potential of the S~tn Joaquin River - Friant Dam to the M~reed River (April 1998, Drat~),
historic cross sections were analyzed and new oross-sections were surveyed to determine how
the riverbed has changed over time.

For the existing conditions analysis, 1993 aerial photos were examined to determine where "
variable communities of riparian vegetation exist and wherc they can be established. This
information was confirmed by ground truthing and cc, mparison with other Geographic
Inlbmaation System (GIS) data bases. Soil types were also mapped to show where there is a
likelihood of successfnliy establishing riparian vegetation.

A GIS has been developed to organize and analyze spatial data on historical and existing
condltiuns The GIS is being used to analyze the relationship between vegetation and other
processes such as hydrology, soils, land use, changes in extent and composition of riparian
vegetation, etc.
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The int’ormation generated in these two reports suggests that restoration of these five sites will
likely contribute to improving flooding conditions on surrounding land and to increasing the
amount of useable habitat in this reach of’river. These analyses suggest that the vegetation, soiIs,
wildEfc, adjacent land uses, aquatic conditions, geomorphology, and flood flows make these
parcels good candidates for restoration of both habitat and flood plain terraces.

The expected benefits t¥~m implementing this project a~e great due to the magnitude of riparian
habitat losses that this reach of river has endured. The plarming process will assure that the
benefits of’impleraeming this project "wifl be long-lama and sustainable This will be
accompIished by planting native species where environmental conditions promise success and
where landowners’ are willing participants.

Approach to documenting the existing conditions for the Grasslands San Joaquin River
Mainstem project will involve contacting agencies that are in the midst of gathering information
for use in the Army Corps of Engineers (COE) comprehensive study. Additional detail will be
gathered in the most cost effective method possible by dovetaJ.ling this more site specific work
with ongoing efforts that have been funded previously. Physical and ecological modeling will
not be funded by this project as it is being prepared COE contractors. Results of modeling will
be applied to locate suitable sites for increased transient flood water storage and improved flood
water routing.

£ Monitor~ngand DataEvaluation

Monitoring and data evaluation will be unique to each project site. Funding for monitoring and
data evaluation e×ists for each site. Me nitoring fi~r the fee tifle acquisitions will fail under
existing monitoring arid data evaluation pinata for the San Joaquin River Parkway. Monitoring
and data evaluation for the Grasslands San Joaquin River Mainstem will thl[ ut~der the
jurisdictionoftheSanLuisNationalWildlifeRefuge. USFWS staff and teclu~ical/engi~eering
consultants will establish baseline pro-project conditions and monitor and compare annually the
results of floodplain restoration tbr biological resources, ecosystem functions, and downstream
floodway manage~ent. Results wil! be published annually. Monitoring and data evaluation for
the F[rebaugh to Mendota Corridor will fall under the existing SJR_RHRP.

g. Implementabili~

These projects are simple acquisitions and are not subject to CEQA and NEPA requircmcrtts
However, CEQA and NEPA requirements will be met for atxy restor~:do:r work that is undertake~’~
once the properties nr casements have been acquired at~d all necessary permits will be obtained.

Significant collaboration is taking place between the S)’RP,2-!RP and other groups actively
pursuing the restoration of the San Joaqu[n River. These groups include the Fresno Metropolitan
Rood Control District, the San Jo~.quin River Management Program, the San Joaquin River
Co~servancy, the San Joaquin River Parkway and Conse~’ation Trust, the San Joaquin Ib’ver
Parkway l.and Acquisition Program, the Wildlife Conservation Board, the Department offish
and Ganae, the Trust for Public Land, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
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Juma Aramb~a, Chub’man

Bo~ of Supe~o~

~une 23, 1998

Mr, Lester Snow, Executive Director
CALFED Bay Delta Program

Sacramento, CA 9S814

RE: Acquisition and Restoration of Riparian Habitat and Floodplain Lands along the San Joaquin

Dear Mr. Snow:

A coalition of agricultural, environmental and flood pro~¢ction groups share a strong interest in riparian
habitat restoration along the main stem of the San J’oaqmn River corridor from Fnant Dam to the
confluence w~th the Merced River. These groups have joined together to the solicit CALFED funding
[or acquisition of land that will provide riparian habitat and flood protectio=: behests. The proposed
acquismon are within the CALFED Ecosysr.em Restoration Program plan study area and ~re consistent
with CALFED species goals for migratory birds These acquisitions are a]so supported by Improvement
Act (CVPIA).

The S~m Joaquin River Riparian Habitat Restoration Program (S!RRHRP) sponsored by the Friant Water
Users Authority, the Natural Resources Defense Council and the Pacific Coast Federation of Fisherman’s

Wildltfe Refuge, the San J0aquin River Parkway and C0nserwation Trust and the San Joaqui~ River

funding request.

SmcereIy,

n Arambula
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MAYOR JIM PATTERSON

June 30, I998

Looter Snow, Executive Director
CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street. Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Acquisition and Restornaan of Rip~’ian Habitat and
Floodplain Lands along the San Ioaquio River

De~ M¢-. Snow:

I am writing this letter to suppoa the of ton:, of a coalition of agricultural, envinmmental and
flood protection groups which share a strong interest in rip~rian habitat restoration along the
main stem of the San/oaquin River corridor frc~m Friant Dam to the confluence with the Merced
River.

These groups have joined togelher te solicit CALFED funding for acquisition of land that will
provide rlp~ian habitat and flood protection benefit~. The San .roaquin River is one of
Califomia’s finest nztural resources and holds the key m much of the Central VMley’s rich
n~u.r’,d an4 err[rural history. The fundiug would provide for acquisition ~)f crRica] habitat for
conservation purposes, including the protection, restoration, and enhancement of fish. wildlife,
~d associated habitat along one of the state’s fan, test g~owing urban are~’; on C.alifomia’s
second largest river.

We are hopeful that CALFF.D will suppor~ this c~)ltabotative effort by approving this [~nOing
request Thankyou foryourconsideration.

Ji Patterson

C~TY O~ FRESNO
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TRUST

PUBLIC

CALF£D Bay-Del~a Program com~s 1o

The Trust Dr Public L~d (TPL) suppo~s an all~adon of funds from the CALFED Bay-Delta Program
for ~e acquisition and restoration of critical floodplain habitat lands on the San Joaquin River.

worked together ~ acquire key propeaies for inclusion in the San Joaquin River Parkway. We are
commi=ed to continuing thi~ successffuI pa~ner~hip through the leveraging of public and private ~nding
sources for lhe acquisition of future propeaies ~ they become available. Cu~ently, TPL and the

a~eement to purch~e Spano River Ranch. Both propea[es contain rlpari~ habitat 1ands ~hat were
flooded during the ~anuaD" 1997 sto~s. Together witt~ slgnficant matching fu ads, a ~ant from the
CALFED Bay-Ddta Procure will ensu~ the restoration and pe~anent protection af~e river’s historic

Sincerely yours,

~eed ~olderma~
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29 June 1998

CALFED Bay Delta ~rogram
1416 Ninth Street, -Suite #1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

~’~"®"~== Subject: Acquisition & Restoration of Riparian Habitat
and Floodplain Lands along the San Joaquin ILiver

Dear Mr. Snow:

It is the mission of the San Joaquin River Conservancy,
a public agency, to preserve and enhance the San Joaquin
~iver’s extraordinary biological diversity and to protect

flo~d protection groups sharing" a strong interest in
r.iparian habitat restoration along the mainstem of the

joined together ~o solicit CALFED funding for acquisition
of land that will provide rioarian habitat and flood
protection benefits, The proposed acquisitions are
within the CALFED Ecosystem Restoration Program Plan
study area and are consistent with CALFED floodplain
management and habita~ restoration objectives and
CALFED species goals for migratory birds. These acqui-
sitions are also supported by,and.consisten~ with imple-
mentatlon of the Central Valley Project Improvement Act
(CVPIA).
The San Joaquin River Riparian Habitat Restoration Pro-
gra~ (SJRPdiP.P) sponsored by the Friant Water Users Auth-
ority the Natural Resources Defense Council and the
Pacific Coast Federation of Fishel-men’s Association is
submitting this request on behalf of ~he U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, San Luis National Wildl~fe Refu~e,
the San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust
and the San Joaquin River Conservancy. We are hopeful
that CALFED will support this collaborative effort by
approving this funding request.

to seek and secure funds to acquire riparian corridor
properties before development can take place, -thus the
reason for our writing you at this time.

Yours very truly,

Dr. Robert H. Kelley,
Executive Officer
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June 26, 1998

Lester Snow, Executive Director
CALFED ]~ay-Deha
1416 Ninth, Suite I155
Sacramento. C~ifomia 95814

~: Acqut~don ~d Rcsto~on .6f Rep~ H~bimt ~d Flogdpl~n

Dc~ M~. Snow:

As a O~eq~r.of ~e San Jo~q~ ~ve[ Conse~-~cy~ [- bdHcyc.~.

. ~ 9~m.of ~e S~ doaqu~[~ver.co~dor fr~:~ D~’t0 ~e,
" -c~nflue~ce~,~e ~e~ed ~v~. ~ede ~oups hav~ jom~ toge~er to

: ~; " so~’~t CALFED funding.fqr.ic4~fftfioi of ~d mat ~II pto~de
Ha~ ~d £o~ pro:ec~0n’ hgn~[ Thn proposed aCq~tio~ ~e "
ivi~"~e C~FED Ecos~stem.Restora~on" Pro~ p~ s~dy ~rea’~d
~e cbh~te~t ~th ~D flbodpl~n ~gemen~ ~d habitat,
[es~ora~on" obj~qt~yes ~d C~FED Species goa2s for mi~ato~ birds.

~ . ", :. " " These ac~sid~ns ~e ~sq :supp0[t~d by’~d c0n~sten~.~
implementidon of ~e Cen~l V~I~ Project Improvement Act

THe S~ Jo~ ~v~r Rip~ Habi~t Res~ra~on
-̄ " " (~] sponsored by ~e Fri~t Wite~ Users Au~od~, the .Na~

Resources Defense Coud~l ~d the Pacific Coast ~ederation of
Fishery’s Association is sub~it~ig ~s request on beh~f bf ~e U.S.
~h ~d W~d~fe.Se~tce, San Lhis Nafio~ Wildlife Refuge, ~e
Joaq~n. ~ver Parkwa~ ~d Conse~a~on T~st and ~e S~.Joaqum
~ver ~n~e~cy. W~ ~e ho~f~ ~t CALFED will suppo~ ~s
collaborative effo~’by~appro~mg ~nding request

L~ D. Hemink
S~’Joaqu~ ~ver Consc~a~
Board of Directors
747 East C01e
~esno. Ca]~fo~ 93720
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Mr. Letter Snow 6/30/98
Executive Director CALFED
Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninlh Street Suite4f1155
Sacramento. Callif. 95814

Dear Mr. Snow:

We, as members of the San Joaquin Riverbluff Neighborhood Association, are writing this letter to
declare our support for the application "San Joaquin R~ve~Ril:er[a.n Habitat Acquisitions". Most of
us were witness to the January1997 flood which occurred below us on valuable habitat that meets
the criteria for CALFED. Qur organization, among a coalilion of enviromental, agricultural and
flood prolection groups, suppor~ riparian habitat restoration along the San Joaquin River mainstream
corridor from Friant Dam to its confluence with the Merq, ed River. These groups have joined together
to solicit CALFED fuedlng for acquisition of land that w[[I provide repa.rian habitant and flood protection
benefits and are consistent with CALFED floodplain management, habitat restoration, and CALFED
species goals for migratory birds. These acquisitons are also supported by and remain consistent with
implementation of the CentralValley Project Improvement Act.

The San Joaquin Riverb4uff Neighborhood Association (SJRNA) is requesting this consideration on
behalf of the U.S. Fish and Witdllfe Service San Lois National W!ldlife Refuge, the San Jaaquin
River Parkway and Conservation Trust and the San Joaquin River Conservancy. Our organization
is hoFeful that CALFED w~lf support this collaborative effort by approving this funding request.

The San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trusl and the San Joaqu[n River Conservency
needs everyones support. SJRNA is totally committed to supporting the protection of river bottom
properties and preserwng its critical wildlife habitat from future development of any kind. We support
the acquisr~ton of target proper{’ies which inciudes Ihe 520 -acre Spano River Ranch which sits
just below our membership

Sincerely,

Lynn Fagundes
President-S J RNA
304West Bluff
Fresno, Calif. 93711
435-8292
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SAN JOAQU1N RIVER RIPARIAN HABITAT RESTORATION PROJECT

Lettars of Support and Collaboration

Included are copies of letters from:

State Senator Jim Costa
State Senator Dick Monteith
Assemblyman Cruz Bustamante
Assemblyman George House
California Department of Parks and Recreation, Jacqueline Ball, District Supervisor
Chairman of the Fresno County Supervisors, Juan Arambula
Fresno Mayor, Jim Patterson
The Trust for Public Land, Reed Holderman
The San Joaquin River Conservancy, Dr. Robert Kelley, Executive Officer
The San Joaquin Rivar Conservancy, Dr. Lynn Hemink, CSU Fresno
San Joaquin Ri.verbluff Neighborhood Association, Lynn Fagundes, President

Additional letters of support are forthcoming fi-om:

United States Senator Barbara Boxer
United States Representative Calvin Dooley
United States Representative George Radanovich
State Sentaor Kenneth Muddy
Assemblyman Charles Poochigian
Assemblyman Robert Prenter
Madera Irrigation District, Bob Stanfield, General Manager
Wildlife Conservation Board, John Schmidt
Department offish and Game, Region 4, George Nokes, Regional Manager
Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District, Doug Harrison, Manager
Central Valley Habitat Joint Venture, Dave Pollin
The San Joaquin River Riparian Habitat Restoration Program:

The Friant Water Users Authority
TheNatural Resources Defense Council
The Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations

California Save Our Streams Council, Lloyd Carter, President
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June 25, 1998

Mr. Lester Snow, Executive Director
CALFED Bay-Delta Program
~.416 Niv‘th Stree[, Suite 1155
Saaramanlo, CA 9.5814

Re: Support for Acquisi~.on and Restora~on of Ripaxian Habitat and Floodplain Land~
Along t~e San 3oaquin River

D~ar Mr. Snow:

! am writing to express my s~ong support ~’or He a1~plicadov‘ "San ?oaquin River Rip~ria.q
Habitat Acquisitiov‘" subrrdtted by the San ~ozquin River parkway and Conservation
Yras~ and other groups. This application requests approximately $5 m~llion fl’om
Proposition 204 funds an~ other funding sources to acquire and restore sigaific~t
dp~ian habitat ~d floodplain landa alor~g the San ~’oaquin River. These properties,
which flooded iv, ~997, wi!~ provide valuable habitat potential ~hat meets ~e criteria of

A coaI~r.ior, of agricultural, erwkoame~tud and flood protectiov‘ groups sh~re ~, strong
interest ~ riparian habitat restoration along the mains:era of the San Joaquia River
co~idor from Ffiant D~u’n to He confluence with th~ Matted PJ.-,er. These groups have
joined together to solicit CALFED fandiv‘g for acquisition of land that will provide
r~paria~ habitat and flood protection bensfits. The propose~t acquisitions aze witl~in the
CALF~D Ecosystem Restoration Progr~’a Plan study area and ~:e cortsistent with
CALKED flOodElai.v‘ management and habitat restoration objectives and eALFED si~ecies
goais for migratory birds. These acq~isifions axe also supported by and consistent with
implemantatiov‘ of the Central Valley Project Improvement Act.
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Jutm 25. 1998
Page 2

The San .roaquin River RJ.paria~ Hithitat Restoration Program (S/RRHRP), sponsored by
the Friant Water Users Authority, the Nzt~ral Resources D~fense CotzncJI, and the Pacific
Coast Federation of Fishermen’s AssociatAotl, is submitting this request on behalf of the
U.S. Fish aztd WildUfe Service San Luis Nationul "~Sr:ldlife Refuge, the S=~n Jo~.quln River
Parkway and Conservation Trust and the San Joaquin River Conservatory. We ~
hopeful that CALFED wlll support thJ.s colJaborative effort by appzoving this landing
requesL

Some of the prope~ie.~ being acquired as part of this appiication a~e I~eatefl within the
San Joaquin River Parkway, These habitat lands ~¢e critical to the continued progress of
the Park-way ~ad for health of Central VaUcy of CaJifuraia, I urge your support and
approval of this worthy propose.

Sincerely,

JCiLAJpko
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June 23, 1998                                                                          ~-~. e. ~,~.

M~. LesSer Snow, Executive Director
CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 ~imh S~eet Suite 1155
Sac~me~to, CA 95814

~: Acqu~ition ~d Restoration of ~p~[~ ~bi~t and Floodpla~ L~ds along ~e S~ 1~aqu~ ~ver.

De~ ~. Snow:

The pu~ose of this lea~r is to in£o~ you of my suppo~ of the San ~o~uln Conse~ancy’s agplication for
CALFED ~ding for a~qu~hion of I~d ~ will provide r~pari~ habitat and flood prote~ion benefit.

A coalition of a~icu[tural, e~vironmen~al and flood prote~i~ groups ~s been fom~ed ~o pursue ~is
wo~y project. The proposed acqa~s~tion~ are wi~in ~e C~F~ E~o~stem Rez~ra~on ~o~ Plan
~dy ~ea and are consistent ~h C~F~ floodplain ~agement and habi~ ~orafon obje~iws.

~e San Joaquin ~ver ~p~i~ Hab~t Re.oration Program, ~po=so~ by ~e Fret Water Users
Au~ori~. ~e Natural Resou~es Defense ~ouneil ~d ~e Pacific Coast Federation of Fishery’s
Axsoci~tion is subm~g ~is request on behalf of the U.S. F~sh and Wildlife Semite. San Lui~ Nario~
Wildlife Re~ge, the San Joaquln K~ver P~ay an~ Con~e~ation ~rust a~d ~he San Joaquin ~
Conse~anc7~

I hop~ ~at ~e Conse~ ~11 be successful ~n proceeding with t~s impo~nt funding reque~, ~e

DICK MONTEITH
Senatoz, 12th District

DM:pb

ec: Dr. Robert H. Kelley, E~:ecutlve Officer, San Joaquin River Conservancy
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CRUZ M. BUSTAMANTE

Mr. L~ter Now. Ex¢¢utiv~

Sacram~to, Califomi~ 9581a

v~luab[e fish and ~ldlffe habitats.

CMB:db
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june 29, 1998

CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Acquisition and Restoration of Riparian Habitat and Floodplai~
Lands along the San Joaquin Riuer.

riparian habitat restoration along the main stem oi the San Joaquin River c=rridor from the Friant
Dam to the confluence with the Merced River. These groups have joined together to solicit
CALgED funding for acquisition of land that ,.viii provide rlparian habitat and flood protection
benefits. The proposed acquisitions are within the CALFED Ecosyslem Restoration Program Plan
study area and are consistent with CALFED floodplain management and habFtat reslora6on
obiectives and CALFED species goals for migratory birds, These a,:qu{s]li0ns are also supporled
and consistent with implementation of the Central Valley Project Improvement Act (CVPIA).

The San Joaquin River Riparian Habitat Restoration Program (SJR, RHR, PI, sponsorad by the Friant
Water Users Authority, the Natural Resources Defense.Council and the Pacific Coast Federation
of Fisherman’s Association, is submilting Ibis request on behalf of the U.S, Fish and W]Idl
Service, San Luis National Wildlife Refu~e, the San Joaquin RiveF Parkway and CooseFvation
T~ust and the San Joaquin River Conservancy. We are hopeful that C.~LF~ID will supporl {his
collaborative effort by approving this funding request.

GRH:csb

cc: Dr. Rabert H. Kelley, Execulive Officer, San ~oaquin River Conservancy
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The Spencer Property
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v. Costs and Schedule to Implement Proposed Project

a. Budget Costs

Costs are for invesflgations, acquisition of land and acquisition of conservation or flood
easements. Sigmficartt cost share partners exist tgr the three tee fifle acquisitions including the
CVPL~., the Packard Foundation, the EEMP, and the Wildlife Conservation Board (Table 1).
However, CALFED funding is needed to guarantee that the acqulsitions can be cnmpleted and
tha~ these significant opportunities for restoration are not lost.

Funds awarded from CALFED will be granted to the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation which will act
as fiscal agent in the distribution of funds. Prior to distribution for each acquisition, matching
funds will be secu~d, and agency-approved apprai~ls v, ill be completed.

b. Schedule Milestones

The approach, tasks and schedules for the three land acquisitions are straight forward. All of
the properties have willing sellers, prices have been agreed upon and cost-share partners have
been identified. Acquisitions will take place as soon as sufficient funds have been collected
to complete the transactions.

The easements will be approached similarly. Hydraulic analyses, which are underway fur
both projects, need to bc completed. For Grasslands San Joaquin River Mainstem the
anal?3es wil[ determine channel capacity. For the Firebaugh to Mendota Corridor the analyses
will determine the level and frequency of flooding. The next step will be to identify willing
sellers and proceed with the acquisition of conservation and flood e~sements.

The Grasslands San Joaquin River Mainstem project is anticipated to have engineering survey
and design work completed within 12 to 18 raonths of approval. 3~e land right acquisition
(easement, fee or other method) would require willing sellers, time for negotiations, appraisal,
and related transactions. An additional 18 to 24 months would be needed for realty activities,
with final c~mpletiun anticipated in 36 months total time. Real property transactions wnuld be
limited to those areas within the existing Grasslands Ecological Area project boundary or would
require National Enviromnenta[ Policy Act NEPA eorapliance to expand the proje~l boundaD’.

A breakdown of CALFED costs by task is shown in Table 2 and by federal fiscal year is shown
in Table 3.

c. Third Party Impacts

No third party impacts arc anticipated as the result of implementing this program. Public
involvement in the planning process will be assured by direct membership of ~arious user grnups
and individuals in the stakeb.older group and by conducting regular public meetings during
preparation of the prograra. User groups include land oWners, urban and agricultural water
users, enviromnental groups, fl~od control entities, and federal, state and local agencies.
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Table 1 - Cost Breakdown by ~ ource (in thousands of dollars)

Parcel Packard EEMP/ WCB/ CVPIA CALFED Total Cost
Foundation ]STEA Other Requexted

Spane                $4~000 $250 $7,2511 $2,000 $ 1,500 $15,000
Secured Secured Secured Requested

Spencer $ 1,500 $ 500 $3,200 $1,000 $4,500’
Requested Secured Requested

Table 2 - CALFED Cost Breakdown by Task

Table 3 - CALFED Cost Breakdown b); Federal Fiscal Year
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V1. Applicant Qualifications

This group is qualified to carry out the proposed project based on the level o finterest,
participation and support from diverse local groups as well as access to technical expertise. The
participants are dedicated to bringing this pro jeer to fruition and engineering, planning,
biological, and legal expertise are available from within the participating agencies, groups and
contract consultants.

The core group that is currently steering this process consists of representatives from seven key
organizations. The core group responsible for this current effort consists of the Friant Water
Users Authority, the Natural Resources Defense Council, the Pacific Coast Federation of
Fishermen’s Associations, the San Joaquin River Conservancy, the San Joaquth River Parkway
and Conservation Trust, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
Below is a brief paragraph on each of these participants.

Representatives of the Friant Water Users Authorit~ (FWUA) have been participating in the
ripavlan restoration project. F~q..IA is a public agency of the State of California with the
responsibility for operating and maintaining the Friant-Kern Canal and associated facilities. The
FWUA also represents its 25 member agencies on water issues of storewide significance.
Richard Moss, Ganeral Manager and Dan Fults, Resources Anals,3ts have been the FWUA’s ¯
primary representatives on the SJRRHRP.

The Natmal Resources Defense Council, (NRDC) is a national nonprofit public interest
organization dedicated to protecting the earth’s natural resources. With the support of over
350,000 members, including 83,000 in California, staff of environmental attorneys, scientists,
and resource specialists address a broad spectrum o f environmental issues. NRDC’s Western
Water Projects works to encourage the conservation and rational use of scarce western water
resources, with special emphasis on improying the health of California’s waterways. NRDC has
been working for protection of the San Francisco Bay/Delta Estuary, including restoration of the
San Joaquin River for over a decade. Specific staff in volved with the San Joaquin River
Riparian Habitat Restoration Project include the fbllowing:

Hamilton Candee is a Senior StaffAttorney in the San Francisco office of NRDC and the
Director of NRDC’s Western Water Project. He is involved in a variety of elTor~s to promote
environmental reforms in federai and state water poIicy. Mr. Candee is a graduate of Princeton
University and New York University Law School.

Ronnie Cohen is a Senior Project Resources Specialist with NRDC. Her work focuses on
promoting urban and agricultural water conservation and broad ecosystem restoration,
particularly in the San Francisco Bay/Delta. Prior to her work with NRDC, Ms. Cohen worked
as a water resources consultant doing Integrated Resources Planning for urban water agencies.
Ms Cohen holds a B.A. in Environmental Studies from Brown University, and a Master’s in
Public Policy from the University of Californla at Berkeley
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The Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations was established twent) .-,’ears ago mad
is now the West Coast’s primary lobbying organization for commercial fishermen. The
Association works to improve conditions for fish including clean water, fishing restrictions and
environmental restoration. The two individuals that represent the PCFFA on the San Joaquin
River Riparian Habitat Restoration Project are Zeke Grader and William Kier. Grader, an
attorney, helped form the PCFFA and fins been the group’s executive director since its founding.
William Kier is a biological consultant with years of experience working on the restoration of
watersheds in Calitbrnia including the Klamath and Trinity.

The San Joa~uin River Conservancy is a public agency that develops, operates and maintains
the San Joaquin River Park-,vay. The goal of the Conservancy is to preserve and enhance the
San Joaquin River’s extraordinary biological diversity, protect its valued cultural and natural
resources and provide educational and recreational opportunities to the local conununities.

The Consetwancy is a State Agency governed by a thirteen-member Regional Board which
includes representatives from Modern and Fresno Counties, the cities of Fresno and Modern,
plus three members Prom the general public and individuals from state and local agencies.
The purpose of the Conservancy is to provide leadership and develop the necessary policies,
procedures and means to acquire, preserve and maintain the river course and land on both
sides of fue San Joaquin River within the reach that stretches from the Frlant Dam on the
north to the Highway 99 crossing on the south.

The goal of the San Joaquin River Conservancy is to acquire and preserve 6,000 acres of land
along the San Joaquin River con-idor. It is the vision of the San Joaquin River Conservancy
to provide land acquisition and a management plan to protect and enhance natural resources.
By acquiring properties from willing sellers, areas can be opened up for the benefit of the
public, mindful of environmental constraints.

San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust (River Parkway Trust) is a nonprofit land
trust experienced in habitat protection through acquisition and habitat res~orafion along the San
Joaquin River. Since in formation in 1988, the River Parkway Trust has acquired approximately
490 acres of river bottom land and has assisted the California Wildlife Conservation Board and
the S~ Joaquin River Conservancy (Conservancy) in acquiring an additional 550 acres
Executive Director Dave Koehler has several years o1" experience in land acquisition in this
region and will proceed with the acquisition of the Spano River Ranch. Management of this
parcel wilt be under tfie direction of DFG and/or the Conservancy, both of which, manage nearby
properties in the river bottom.

In addition to secufing land acquisition funding, the River Parkway Trust has been awarded
significant grants for trail conservation, habitat restoration projects, and environmental education
programs. To date, five miles of paved mulfi-use trail are completed and well used,
approximately 40 acres of new riparian forest is emerging, and more than 10,000 school chfidren
learn about the San Joaquin River through their education programs each year.
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The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation is acting as the agency lead for the SJRRttRP, and backs the
Program with its teclmical, administrative, and management resources and expertise. Included in
that expertise is a significant understanding and knowIedge of the San Joaquln River gathered
over 60 years o~’water resources planning and management in the San Joaquln Valley. Under an
[nteragency Personnel Agreement with the Califnmia Department of Water Resources,
Reclamation has appointed Ms. Paula Landis, P.E., to act as the Prepare Manager. Ms. Landis
is a Registered Civil Engineer with ten years experience in river management and piarming. She
has had responsibility planning and developing habitat restoration projects, for scheduling and
tracking budgets, and for design and construction, and evaluation and monitoring of restoration
projects. In addition, she served as program manager for the San Joaquin River Management
Program and has extensive experience coordinating and collaborating with muhiple interest
groups.

The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service has an active involvement and interest in the development
and implementation of the San Joaquin River Riparian Habitat Restoration Program. The
Service has contributed funding through fire CVPIA for initial development of this Program. The
Service is responsible for the continuing benefit of the people. The agency’s major
responsibilities are for migratory birds, and candidate, threatened and endangered species. The
Service provides technical assistance for projects associated with this Program. Furthermore, the
agency may also provide financial assistance for specific project implementation.

USFWS San Luis NWR stafflaave broad depth and experience in conducting or supervising this
type of water management project. The adjacent refuge lands owned in fee have been managed
to provide optimum floodplain and riparian habitats. As a neighboring landowner, FWS has
local knowledge of the community and resource cnnditions. This site is a logical extension of
similar activities on other reaches of the San Joaquin River. Cooperative interagency agreements
exist that assure staffresources and funds are used in the most beneficial manner.

Scott Frazer is the Refuge Manager and refuge operations specialist for the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. His responsibilities include water quality monitoring, intensive wetland
management, and large habitat restoration projects. He is the primary technical coordinator tbr
the immvative "nonstructural" flood protection proposals on the refuge complex. Mr. Frazer
received a B.S: degree in wildlife biology from l Iumboldt State University in 1979
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VII. Compliance with Standard Terms and Conditions

This proposal is being submitted by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation on behalf of a group of
stakeholders, USBR. is not required to complete a FORM DI-2010. Any consultants and
subcontractors will be hired according to state and fedem), regulations and requirements for all
goverarnent ager~eies.
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